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SCHOOL OVERVIEW 
Welcome to Georgia O’Keeffe Middle School! 

This booklet is intended to give information that you and your student should know about 
O’Keeffe Middle School. Please read it carefully and keep it handy for ready reference. 

O’Keeffe Middle School serves a diverse school community of learners. The school staff is 
committed to engaging all students and establishing consistency in curriculum and behavior 
through relationship building and communication. The school is an active community member 
and partner, joining with other groups and organizations that assist students in their transitions 
from childhood to adulthood. O’Keeffe Middle School features a rigorous curriculum offered in a 
safe and orderly school environment. 

At O’Keeffe we do our B.E.S.T. 

● Be Mature 

● Everyone’s Voice is Heard 

● Supportive and Safe 

● Treat Everything and Everyone with Respect 

It is my hope that students and families find their time spent at O’Keeffe to be positive, 
meaningful, and rewarding! 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns. I look forward to working with you and your 
student(s). 

Sincerely, 

Tony Rivera Dugas, Jr. 
Principal 

About Our School 
Our school was opened in 1939 as Marquette Junior High and was renamed in fall 1993 after 
the artist, Georgia O’Keeffe. Georgia O’Keeffe was born near Sun Prairie, Wisconsin on 
November 15, 1887, the daughter of Ida and Francis O’Keeffe, who were dairy farmers. She 
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studied at the Art Institute of Chicago in 1905-1906 and the Art Students League in New York in 
1907-1908. She was best known for her paintings of flowers, New York skyscrapers and 
Western landscapes from her surroundings in New Mexico. O’Keeffe received the Wisconsin 
Governor’s Award for Creativity in the Arts from Governor Warren Knowles in 1966 and was 
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 from President Gerald R. Ford. She died in 
1986 in New Mexico. Did you know that her 1946 exhibition at New York’s Museum of Modern 
Art (MOMA) was the first retrospective that MOMA had held for a female artist? 

Mission statement 
The middle school is designed for pupils who are making the transition from childhood to 
adolescence, from elementary to high school. This period of transition is one of emotional 
stresses with a wide variation among pupils in social, intellectual, and physical development. As 
a transitional school, the middle school is designed to meet the unique developmental needs 
and special interests of this age group. 

Contact information 
Telephone Address 
OFFICE: (608) 204-6820 510 S Thornton Ave 
FAX: (608) 204-0561 Madison, WI 53703 
ATTENDANCE / SAFE ARRIVAL: 
(608) 204-6821 Website: okeeffe.mmsd.org 

Email: okeeffe@madison.k12.wi.us 

Key Policies and Guidelines 

Anti-bullying 
O’Keeffe Middle School has a culture that promotes social, emotional and physical safety where 
bullying is not tolerated. We encourage our students to contribute to this culture by reporting all 
bullying and supporting classmates who are bullied. Students, parents or guardians are asked 
to make a verbal or written report of bullying to teachers, Student Services staff or 
Administration. Reporting forms are available in the office and can also be found on the MMSD 
website. 

Child care/after-school information 
MSCR (Madison School & Community Recreation) provides after-school recreational and 
enrichment opportunities for students by making available a wide variety of offerings in which a 
student may participate. Watch the announcements for further information and starting dates. 
Some club offerings may include: 

Art Band Basketball Battle of the Books 
Chess Computers Cooking Dance Troop 
Drama Dungeons & Dragons Flag Football Girls on Track 
GSA Horseback Riding Jazz Band Jump Rope 
Literary Magazine Photography Rock Climbing Skateboard 
Ski Club Student Ambassadors Student Council Pop Choir 
Tennis Track Wrestling Volleyball 
Yearbook Soccer Softball Yoga 

Programs are held immediately after school and last until 4:15, when a bus departs from the 
school. Note: The schedule of programs may vary week to week. 

mailto:okeeffe@madison.k12.wi.us
https://okeeffe.mmsd.org
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Dress code 
Generally, students may dress in any style they desire as long as their chosen attire does not 
cause a disruption or distraction in the school environment, reveal intimate body parts or pose a 
safety risk to the student or others. The following examples are intended to represent these 
limitations:. 

● Students may not wear multi-fingered rings, large metal chains or other jewelry that 
may be used as a weapon. 

● Students must wear their pants at a level that does not expose undergarments. 
Boxers, thong underwear and athletic shorts may not show over the waist band. 

● Students may not wear clothing with vulgar or obscene statements or statements or 
pictures promoting illegal drugs, alcohol, sex, violence or gang activities. 

● Students may not wear clothing with words, pictures or caricatures based on 
negative stereotypes of a specific gender, race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, sexual 
orientation or disability. Students may not wear shirts, hats or other attire with Native 
American team names, logos or mascots that depict negative stereotypes. A list of 
team names, logos and mascots prohibited under this provision is available at all 
schools and on the District website. 

● Students may not wear skirts or shorts that expose undergarments or the buttocks. 
● See-through clothing items are not permitted. Tops should be sufficient so as not to 

expose a student’s bra. 
● Students must wear shoes or footwear. 
● Students who are dressed in a manner that does not fit within these guidelines may 

be asked by school staff to change their clothing or address the dress code violation. 
Students are expected to follow staff direction regarding dress code violations. 

Electronic devices 
Electronic devices must remain out of sight. Ideally, devices should remain in lockers.  Devices 
that are seen may be confiscated. On the first infraction, the device may be confiscated and 
returned at the end of the day. On the second and beyond, the device may be confiscated and 
will require a family visit to retrieve the device. 

Electronic devices include: cellular phones, iPods, MP3 players, Bluetooth speakers, Bluetooth 
earbuds and Airpods. 

Family engagement 
We value strong partnerships with our families. Please consider the many volunteer 
opportunities available at O’Keeffe. If you are interested in volunteering, please register through 
our Volunteer Tracking System (App-Garden). To get started visit: 
https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackWI3269.nsf 

In addition, we welcome your participation in our Parent-Teacher Group (PTG).  O’Keeffe PTG 
meetings are the second Wednesday of every month from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the LMC, unless 
otherwise noted. 

We have a bilingual resource specialist, Magda Coll-Palombi, who can assist families who have 
a Spanish language preference. She can be reached at (608) 345-6672. 

We publish a newsletter monthly that is available online at: okeeffe.madison.k12.wi.us. 

https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackWI3269.nsf
http://okeeffe.madison.k12.wi.us
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Parent/teacher conferences 
Parent teacher conferences are held in November and February. You will have an opportunity to 
schedule a time to meet with your student’s teachers. It is vital that parents/legal guardians and 
teachers are in communication with each other. At any time throughout the school year, if you 
have any questions about your child’s progress, do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher, 
guidance counselor or the school principal. Please check our calendar at 
okeeffe.mmsd.org/calendar for this year’s dates. 

Releasing children from school during the day 
Please attempt to schedule appointments at times other than during school hours. 

Help us avoid unnecessary office and classroom interruptions by sending a note to school when 
your child has to leave school early for an appointment. They should bring the note to the office 
first thing in the morning, allowing office staff to issue a pass slip. This will allow your child to 
leave class and the building at the designated time and means you do not need to come to the 
office to sign them out! However, your child should still stop by the office before leaving school 
so they can be checked out by office staff. 

If your child has a pass to leave for an appointment and you are picking them up, please 
arrange beforehand where and when you will meet them. Students returning to school after an 
appointment need to check back in with the office. A parent does not need to accompany their 
child to the office when they return. 

If you did not send a note to school with your child on the day they need to leave for an 
appointment, you will be required to come to the office to sign your child out. 

Students who become ill during the day MUST be sent to the health office with a pass from a 
staff member. Students should not be communicating directly with a parent or guardian in case 
of illness without going through the health office. If the health office deems it necessary for the 
student to go home, they will contact the parent/guardian to come and collect their child from 
school. Parents/Guardians should go to the main office upon arrival to sign-out their child. Office 
staff will call the health office to have your child come to the office. 

Reporting a child’s absence from school 
To report your student’s absence or late arrival, please call the Attendance/Safe Arrival line at 
(608) 204-6821. Even if you’ve talked to the classroom teacher, you must still call the 
Attendance Line to notify the office. You must contact the school every day that your child will 
not be in school. You can also report absences online at mmsd.org/attendance. Planned 
Absence from School: If you are planning an absence of three or more school days, you will 
need to submit a Planned Absence request to the Principal. Forms are available online at 
okeeffe.mmsd.org. Go to the section ‘For Families' and select ‘Attendance’. 

Safety and Security 
Families play a key role in school safety. You can find more information about MMSD’s Safety & 
Security resources at mmsd.org/safety. In addition, O’Keeffe has well-established security 
measures to ensure the wellbeing of students, staff and visitors. These include visitor check-in 
procedures, locked exterior doors during the school day, surveillance cameras and a school 
resource/security guard. 

Find more information in the district policy guide, found at www.mmsd.org/policy-guide. 

https://okeeffe.madison.k12.wi.us/calendar
https://okeeffe.madison.k12.wi.us
http://www.mmsd.org/policy-guide
https://mmsd.org/safety
https://mmsd.org/attendance

